	Year 8 Overview of Learning 
	This term we are learning about
“Can all change be good?”
	[image: silhouette of road signage during golden hour]
	Our Change Maker principle, this term is ‘Future’
	[image: ]



	English
	Maths
	Science
	Computing & Careers
	PSHE/RSE

	 Group A

This half term young people will focus on settling into their new English classes upstairs. There will be a focus on ‘Reading for Pleasure’ and finding a book genre/reading medium that interests each young person. Young people will also focus on developing their language analysis and understanding, using events such as The Hillsborough Disaster and its presentation in the media.  Young people will also focus on developing their creative and transactional writing skills, by writing about their own special interests.  

Group B
This half term young people will focus on settling into their new English classes upstairs. There will be a focus on ‘Reading for Pleasure’ and finding a book genre/reading medium that interests each young person. Young people will also focus on developing their language analysis and understanding, through Dystopian fiction extracts. Young people will also focus on developing their creative and transactional writing skills, by writing about their own special interests.
	Group A

This term our young people will be looking at calculating probabilities and using Venn Diagram. They will extend this onto creating sample spaces for given situations which can be used to calculate the probability of an event happening. 

We will conclude this term and the year by deepening our young peoples understanding of prime numbers and start to look at creating Mathematical proofs. 


Group B

This term young people will be learning about negative numbers and how they work within number systems. We will look at concepts of counting with negative numbers and ordering them along with being able to calculate using them. 

Young people will them be investigating the metric, imperial and time number systems and look at being able to carry out conversions between units of each. 
	This half term students are learning all about acids and alkalis and some chemical reactions involving them. There is a focus on practical chemistry skills and laboratory safety. They will use indicators to classify acids and alkalis, applying their knowledge to explain how to behave safely when using acids, using hazard symbols to inform their decisions. They will investigate what happens during a neutralisation reaction and investigate the best household remedy for wasp and bee stings. They also will be following a method to safely make a natural indicator from red cabbage and evaluate its effectiveness.
We will be looking the reactions of acids with metals, acids and metal oxides and acids with carbonates, with some students giving word equations a try, and using their results to practice their graph drawing skills.

	Computing

Students will learn the fundamentals of programming through using a BBC Microbit computer.  They will learn how to declare and handle variables, program conditional statements and loops

Careers
Students will explore a range of different careers options and consider the pathways they would need to follow to achieve these.  They will also consider issues around gender equality and anti-discrimination
	PSHE
Year 8 students delve deeper into the complexities of relationships and emotions. They learn about the characteristics of healthy and unhealthy relationships, including recognizing signs of abuse and understanding consent in greater detail. The curriculum also addresses the impact of peer pressure and the importance of making informed decisions. Students discuss gender identity and sexual orientation, fostering an inclusive and respectful environment.









	Geography & History
	Art and DT
	PE & Music
	MFL & RE

	History
This half term we will continue to focus on the development of Church, state and society in Britain between 1509-1745 by covering the English Civil War. Students will use a variety of historical event to understand the short- and long-term factors that led to the outbreak of war, the the difference between the Royalist cavaliers and the Parliamentary roundheads, as well as analysing the the significance of several key battles. Students will then make a judgement on if Charles I should have been executed, how successful the Puritan regime was and why this led to the restoration of the monarch with Charles II 

Geography 
This half term students will be completing several mini-projects to develop their locational knowledge as well as their understanding of the human and physical geography of Europe.
Using the backdrop of Euro 24 we will be ‘visiting’ 8 of the nations involved and giving students the opportunities to complete a variety of fact-finding activities to better understand the geographical location of the country, its flag, climate and key geographical features, as well as local foods and customs 
	Art
Students will learn about the Artist Kandinsky and how their art is inspired by Music. We will be using water colours and ink pens to create our own Art.

Woodwork
Students will learn how to use a range of tools correctly and safely.  They will consider the relevant health & safety implications of working in a DT room.

They will progress to making a range of products that help them to develop their skills in the accurate measuring, marking, cutting and joining of timber 


Food Technology


	PE
Young people will explore a variety of new pieces of equipment that relate to the Athletics topic. They will learn how to use it safely while performing with control, accuracy and care. Young people will learn and combine transferable athletics actions, skills and techniques such as throwing, jumping and running at different speeds including relays. They will be encouraged to use key words to describe their actions. Young people will give feedback, compare and analyse performances with previous ones to demonstrate improvement and achieve personal bests. Young people will be encouraged to work independently and with others. They will expand their knowledge and vocabulary that is PE and Athletics specific as well as talking about local community clubs that offer competitive sport.


Music

Pupils will produce a remix composition based on a popular song. They will explore how to create and manipulate sounds as well as adding typical remix techniques relating to music technology (pan, reverb, delay etc).  
Pupils will also use loops on GarageBand to make their composition unique and personal to their own tastes. They will be exploring how musical dimensions (dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, pitch, melody) can affect a composition and how these elements can be manipulated to produce a successful remix composition.







	Spanish
Students will learn the Spanish terms for a variety of common shapes and learn how to construct this vocabulary into simple sentences.  They will practice speaking, listening and writing these words and construct them into basic sentences

RE
Students will understand the basic principles of Buddhism, including the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path. They will learn about the life of Siddhartha Gautama and his journey towards enlightenment.
Students will learn about the role of meditation, rituals, and the Sangha in Buddhist life. They will understand Wesak’s significance, how and why it is celebrated among Buddhists.
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Personal Development
Young people will learn important life skills that link to achieving their EHCP targets. Young people will be supported to develop their independence, communication, self-confidence and much more!
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