	Year 9 Overview of Learning Pupils from Turquoise, Sapphire & Quartz Bases
	This term we are learning about
“What Makes Us?”
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	Our Change Maker principle, this term is ‘Adaptable’
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	English
	Maths
	Science
	Computing & Careers
	PSHE/RSE

	Y9 Group A
 This term, young people in Year 9 will continue to revise Functional Skills Level 1/2 English, ahead of sitting their Functional Skills qualification next term. There will be a focus on essential language skills needed for everyday communication and workplace tasks; such as reading and understanding instructions and writing clear and coherent texts for a purpose. We will aid young people in strengthening their grasp of grammar, vocabulary, and comprehension, preparing them with valuable skills for both academic and real-world situations.











Y9 Group B
In Year 9 this term, young people will be actively practicing the skills needed to excel in their Entry Level 3 English Functional Skills qualification. Through targeted exercises and activities, they will focus on improving their reading, writing, and communication abilities to meet the requirements of the exam. By engaging with various texts, writing tasks, and communication exercises, young people will build confidence and competence in essential literacy skills, preparing them for their next stage of learning.
	Year 9 Group A
This half term our young learners will be working with Angles in parallel lines & polygons. We will start with how basic notation and angle rules area applied between parallel lines transversals. We will then apply the rules and notation to triangles and quadrilaterals where learners will problem solve to find the missing angles. 
Once we have understood the calculating angles, we will move onto constructing triangles and special quadrilaterals using protractors and compasses. 

If time permits, we will look at other polygons and investigate rules and relationships of interior and exterior angles of any polygon.  








Year 9 Group B - ELC

This term our young learners will be starting the Entry Level 2 course. We will be covering 

Using numbers and the number system – whole numbers, fractions and decimals

During these modules we will be covering about counting reliably up to 100 using different methods of counting both backwards and forwards using step counts of varying values. 

Learners will be working with hours days and weeks in the year and problem solve with these concepts. 

We will finish off by working with fractions and decimals concentrating on halves quarters and tenths and rounding to 1 decimal place. 
	This half term pupils will be exploring DNA structure and will be given the opportunity to extract DNA from a banana, describing the purpose of some of the substances used.
We will look at genetic variation within a species and use Punnett Squares to determine the probability of characteristics being expressed in a person.
We will be looking at genetic disorders and discussing the ethical issues around embryo screening (SMSC)
We will be classifying traits as being inherited or environmental and diving into the difference between continuous and discontinuous variation, representing variation data using the correct type of graph







Pupils will learn how variation results in competition for resources and how this can lead to natural selection (Revisiting adaptation) and how this drives evolution, comparing |Darwin and Lamark’s theories. We will be taking a close look at finch distribution on the Galapagos Islands, making predictions based on data.

	Computing
Students will this term learn some spreadsheet and data handling basics.  Through using Microsoft Excel they will learn about data entry & formatting, using basic mathematical operators & formulae as well as presenting data in graphs & charts



Careers & Enterprise:
Students will begin exploring key futuristic skills such as preparing for exams, preparing for interviews as well as exploring possible career options. Some students may wish to explore possible Post-16 options based on the local area. 


	Students will be focusing on online safety but are tackling the issues around online relationships, dealing with unwanted attention and the qualities of a respectful relationship. As well as cyber-crime and online scams








	Geography & History
	Art and DT
	PE & Music
	MFL & RE
	Bronze Duke of Edinburgh

	History

This half-term's area of study is the challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day as we continue with our World War One topic. This term students will focus on the use of propaganda posters in Britain and what was life like in the trenches – looking at living conditions and common injuries. We will do a case study on the Battle of the Somme, asking the question who was responsible for the massive loss of life. Students will complete an assessment this term the topic of life in the trenches, using source material. Students will finish the term looking at the Treaty of Versailles




Geography
 
Students will extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries using maps of the world to focus on Africa, focusing on their environmental regions, including polar and hot deserts, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities. Students will be looking at the traditions of the Maasi tribe on Kenya, as well as the increasing use of mobile technology and the on-going issues around conflict resources and the human toll it is taking.
	Art
Students will create 3D sculptures using a layering method, they will also study key artists in this field 

Woodwork
Students will create a range of products for sale at the upcoming Pride festival.  This will include working with a range of different materials including wood, epoxy resin, plastics and electronics


OR


Food Technology

Year 9 will complete a wide range of dishes of their choosing, enabling them to continue to practice and perfect key skills such as weighing, frying, grating, chopping and many more. They will work independently to continue to read recipes independently and cook confidently on their own using a wide range of ingredients. Students will demonstrate their confidence and continue to build on this through making and preparing a wide range of recipes.

 



















	PE
Young people will develop a range of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in direct competition through team games that involve striking and fielding. They will learn rules of games and how to analyse their performances compared to previous ones to demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best. Young people will be encouraged to take part in sports and activities outside school through community links and clubs.

Music

Students will be exploring reggae music and performing 'Three Little Birds' as an ensemble or small ensemble group. They will be developing key ensemble skills such as performing in time and some may even take a leading role within their ensemble. 

Students will be accessing a wide range of instruments (keyboard, ukulele or guitar) and will have the choice to choose an instrument to focus their performance on. 

Their musical vocabulary will be developed further, ensuring that they are confident when describing key elements such as pitch, tempo, timbre, instrumentation, dynamics and texture. 

Students will also be exploring the term 'improvisation' and be able to experiment further on their chosen instrument using three or four notes.

	Spanish 

Students this half-term will be focusing on ice-cream and learning how to pronounce the different flavours and ask for them.
Students will also learn how to ask for ice-cream in a tub or a cone.

RE
Students will understand the basic principles of Buddhism, including the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path. They will learn about the life of Siddhartha Gautama and his journey towards enlightenment.
Students will learn about the role of meditation, rituals, and the Sangha in Buddhist life. They will understand Wesak’s significance, how and why it is celebrated among Buddhists.
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Personal Development 

We will continue to look at the importance of living a healthy active lifestyle. This topic will link to developing road safety skills in our local community. Young people will continue to explore healthy dishes and will plan a route to access a local supermarket to purchase the ingredients to prepare a dish as independently as possible. For this to happen young people will continue to develop research skills to find a nearby supermarket, recipe and create a shopping list, using mathematical skills to understand prices and to work out how much the dish is going to cost.
	Young people will spend this half term focusing on the Expedition section. They will begin to explore map reading, cooking outdoors, erecting tents and gazebos plus so much more. As always it will continue to be filled with lots of fun and laughter alongside building independence, developing fitness and essential skills for life and the expedition. They will set themselves personal challenges to push them outside their comfort zone to explore the unknown. Alongside all of this we continue to support young people to develop friendships, improve their self-esteem and build confidence.
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