	Year 8 Overview of Learning Pupils from Sapphire & Quartz Bases
	This term we are learning about
“What Makes Us?”
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	Our Change Maker principle, this term is ‘Adaptable’
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	English
	Maths
	Science
	Computing & Careers
	PSHE/RSE

	 Year 8 Group A
This term, young people in Year 8 will explore the world of media and advertising in their English curriculum. They will focus on how advertisements target various audiences and dissect extracts from the media, using the PEEZLE paragraph method. Additionally, they will focus on their own creative skills, creating adverts, that include a range of persuasive techniques and highlight an understanding of consumer demographics.

Year 8 Group B 
Other young people in Year 8 will continue their work on the text "Who Let the Gods Out," where they'll continue to explore Greek mythology alongside Elliot and his friends. As they read Maz Evans' story, they'll focus on learning about plot and characters and discover how figurative language, like metaphors and personification, brings the tale to life. Inspired by Evans' vivid descriptions, young people will create their own stories with a focus on using figurative language. 






















	Year 8 Group A
This half term our young learners will be working with Angles in parallel lines & polygons. We will start with how basic notation and angle rules area applied between parallel lines transversals. We will then apply the rules and notation to triangles and quadrilaterals where learners will problem solve to find the missing angles. 
Once we have understood the calculating angles, we will move onto constructing triangles and special quadrilaterals using protractors and compasses. 

If time permits, we will look at other polygons and investigate rules and relationships of interior and exterior angles of any polygon.




Year 8 Group B
This half term learners will be working on basic algebraic techniques. We will begin this by introducing the concepts of function machines and inverse operations. We will look at these with 1 and 2 step operations involved whilst finding not only output but also the inputs. 

We will then use these function machines and relate them to algebra. Leaners will begin to work with expressions and equations which require 1 and 2 steps to solve them. They will be able to use a range of techniques and manipulatives to support their learning and understanding. 
	This half term pupils will be exploring DNA structure and will be given the opportunity to extract DNA from a banana, describing the purpose of some of the substances used.
We will look at genetic variation within a species and use Punnett Squares to determine the probability of characteristics being expressed in a person.
We will be looking at genetic disorders and discussing the ethical issues around embryo screening (SMSC)
We will be classifying traits as being inherited or environmental and diving into the difference between continuous and discontinuous variation, representing variation data using the correct type of graph
Pupils will learn how variation results in competition for resources and how this can lead to natural selection (Revisiting adaptation) and how this drives evolution, comparing |Darwin and Lamark’s theories. We will be taking a close look at finch distribution on the Galapagos Islands, making predictions based on data.



	Computing
Students will this term learn some spreadsheet and data handling basics.  Through using Microsoft Excel they will learn about data entry & formatting , using basic mathematical operators & formulae as well as presenting data in graphs & charts

Careers and Enterprise 
This half-term young people will learn the importance of a variety of skills needed for the world of work. They will complete practical activities along with research tasks to develop these skills. Some of the skills include, presenting ideas, communication, teamwork, leadership, independence, resilience, organisation, creativity and more.
	Students are focusing on Online safety, looking at issues such as maintaining a positive digital footprint, the pros and cons of online gaming and the rise of online gaming addictions. Students will also look at the positive and negative roles that social media and social influencers by in modern lives and the risks associated with online gambling








	Geography & History
	Art and DT
	PE & Music
	MFL & RE

	History

This half-term's area of study is the challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day as we continue with our World War One topic. This term students will focus on the use of propaganda posters in Britain and what was life like in the trenches – looking at living conditions and common injuries. We will do a case study on the Battle of the Somme, asking the question who was responsible for the massive loss of life. Students will complete an assessment this term the topic of life in the trenches, using source material. Students will finish the term looking at the Treaty of Versailles


Geography 

Students will extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries using maps of the world to focus on Africa, focusing on their environmental regions, including polar and hot deserts, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities. Students will be looking at the traditions of the Maasi tribe on Kenya, as well as the increasing use of mobile technology and the on-going issues around conflict resources and the human toll it is taking.

	Art
Students will create 3D sculptures using a layering method, they will also study key artists in this field. 


Woodwork

Year 8 will complete their light box projects they started at the end of last term.  Having soldered their LED light circuit they will design and then create a wooden enclosure for the light to fit in, giving thought to how the switch will be made accessible, where the wire will come out and a consider the design for letting the light escape from the box.  They will also explore some basics of electricity and electric circuits

OR


Food Technology

Year 8 will complete a wide range of dishes of their choosing, enabling them to continue to practice and perfect key skills such as weighing, frying, grating, chopping and many more. They will work independently to continue to read recipes independently and cook confidently on their own using a wide range of ingredients. Students will demonstrate their confidence and continue to build on this through making and preparing a wide range of recipes. 

	PE
Young people will develop a range of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in direct competition through team games that involve striking and fielding. They will learn rules of games and how to analyse their performances compared to previous ones to demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best. Young people will be encouraged to take part in sports and activities outside school through community links and clubs.

Music

Students will be exploring reggae music and performing 'Three Little Birds' as an ensemble or small ensemble group. They will be developing key ensemble skills such as performing in time and some may even take a leading role within their ensemble. 

Students will be accessing a wide range of instruments (keyboard, ukulele or guitar) and will have the choice to choose an instrument to focus their performance on. 

Their musical vocabulary will be developed further, ensuring that they are confident when describing key elements such as pitch, tempo, timbre, instrumentation, dynamics and texture. 

Students will also be exploring the term 'improvisation' and be able to experiment further on their chosen instrument using three or four notes.







	Spanish
Students will learn the Spanish terms for a variety of common shapes and learn how to construct this vocabulary into simple sentences.  They will practice speaking, listening and writing these words and construct them into basic sentences

RE
Students will understand the basic principles of Buddhism, including the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path. They will learn about the life of Siddhartha Gautama and his journey towards enlightenment.
Students will learn about the role of meditation, rituals, and the Sangha in Buddhist life. They will understand Wesak’s significance, how and why it is celebrated among Buddhists.
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Personal Development
Some students will consider issues around personal finance and how managing money is a core part of their Independent Living skills.  They will consider different sources of income and different types of bank account and think about the importance of budgeting.

This half-term some young people will practice their fine motor skills such as tying shoelaces or teaching peers how to tie shoelaces. We will also be looking at understanding the value of money on the build-up to visiting a café in the local community.
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